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SERMON, NO. XXVI. 


[The following discourse is from the pen of Rev. James H, 


Bugbee, formerly of Pomfret, in this State, now of Rhode Island., 


Colossians iii. 2.—“Set your affections on things above, not 
on things on the earth.” 

The condition of man in this stage of being, when 
wisely and rightly considered, is found to be precarious 
and miserable. He finds himself possessed of a frail 
constitution, and environed with objects seductively 
pleasing and deludingly gay. His habitation is the 
abode of continual sorrow and affliction. Disease, pain, 
and disappointment are the companions of his whole life, 
and never forsake him till death cleses the door and 
absolves the connection ! 

While man is the child of mortality, he is the unenvi- 
ed heir of bitterness and discontent. He is compassed 
with almost innumerable difficulties, and thwarted with 
continued aggravations and disappointments. His path 
is strewed with ten thousand obstacles to perplex and 
harrass his mind, which render his pilgrimage a scene of 
toil and danger. This arises from two important 
considerations ; first, the mutability and weakness 
of his own nature; secondly, from the deceptive nature 
of all earthly objects. 

But we shall wave these reflections for the present, 
and attend to the admonition of the Apostle. “Set 
your affections on things above, not on things on the 
earth.” 

I. “Set your affections on things above.”” Here we 
are admonished to lift our hearts upon the wings of 
faith, and embrace all those promises and blessings, 
with which the gospel of God abounds. The things 
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unchangeably the same; hence they will communicate 
a permanency of enjoyment, and are the only proper 
objects of our regard and supreme affection. By things 
above, the Apostle would doubtless be understood, 
those things, or blessings, which the Author of all good 
hath in mercy prepared for his offspring, the human race. 
This language was addressed to the believers at Colosse, 
particularly. Saith the Apostle, “If ye then be risen 
with Christ, seek those things which are above :”’ but 
notwithstanding its primary application was to the 
believers in the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, it may 
be addressed with the same energy to those who rest 
not by faith in the ark of safety. But why should the 
Apostle admonish those who had already become the 
sincere followers of the Lamb, to set their affections on 
things above ? Answer. Because there was a liability 
of their becoming so immersed in the vanities and lux- 
uries of this present world, as to render them neglect- 
ful of, and wean their affections from the things above. 
Because that they were in great danger of being seduced 
by the temptations of the world, from a course of 
pious virtue, and from their faith in the promises of 
the gospel, and of being separated from the enjoyment 
which it so richly communicates. 

All the happiness which the believer enjoys, flows 
from the source of divine fulness, and is communicated 
through the medium of faith and devotion. The felici- 
ty of the saint is derived from his devotedness to God. 
His heart is drawn out in love to his Creator, which is 
inspired by a belief in his unceasing goodness, as man- 
ifested in the gift of his Son, in whom he finds redemp- 
tion and forgiveness, and through whom he has access 
by faith into the kingdom of God, which consists in 
righteousness, peace, and joy in the Holy Ghost. The 
heart, or the affections, should be rivetted upon the things 
which alone can afford joy and consolation, and not 
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upon those things which, to use the language of the 
Apostle, perish with the using. The things that are 
above, as we have before observed, must be those truths, 
and those blessings which are comprehended in the 
gospel, or system of divine grace; which beamed from 
the fountain of divine fulness, to irradiate and enligh- 
ten the moral and intellectual kingdom. These things 
will never fail to feast the soul with heavenly food and 
delightful prospects. They present the character of 
God in the amiable light of love and benevolence— 
they recognize him as the Father of the human family, 
who is mercifully kind and benevolent—They unfold 
to the believer the final destiny of intelligent beings— 
that they are the heirs of immortality and endless be- 
atitude: they speak the deliverance of man from sin 
and corruption, and announce a consummate victory 
ever death, hell, and him that hath the power of death. 
By setting our affections upon these joyful and anima- 
ting prospects—-by receiving and embracing the way, 
the life, and the truth; and by our renouncing the hid- 
den things of dishonesty, and withholding our atttach- 
ment from the things on the earth, and transferring it 
to the things above, our hearts will be filled with hope 
and consolation here, and the pure water of life and 
felicity in a blissful paradise above. 

In Christ are centered all our hopes and all our hap- 
piness. The life of the Christian is hid with Christ in 
God. He is our hope and our salvation—he is our 
Shepherd and our shield. In him dwells all fulness, 
all that the Deity hag,promised and willed to man, will 
be accomplished in him; “For the promises of Ged in 
him are no more yea and nay; but in him they are yea, 
and in him amen unto the glory of God by us.”” Then 
all the blessings and the consolations of the Christian 
are vested in Christ, who is denominated the head of 
every man, and he is the medium through which those 
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spiritual comforts with which the believer is blest, are 
communicated to the heart. Hence Peter declares 
unto his brethren, the Jews, “Unto you, first, God, hav- 
ing raised up his Son Jesus, sent him to bless you, in 
turning away every one of you from his iniquities.” 
The conclusion, then, is a very just one; that those 
things above, upon which the Apostle directs us to place 
our affections, are all embodied in the blessed Re- 
deemer, who is made of God unto us, wisdom, right- 
eousness, sanctification and redemption. Those things 
above, represent those amiable qualities of the divine 
nature, with which the glorious Prince of life was so 
abundantly inspired ; bv the exercise of which he is 
enabled to subdue all things unto himself, whether they 
be things on earth, or things in heaven ; and to clothe 
the vast family of mann the garments of righteousness, 
and crown them with unfading glory and unceasing 
felicity in heaven above, where he hath victoriously 
ascended, and sits enthroned upon the right hand of 
the majesty of Power! It is Christ, then, upon which 
we are exhorted by the text, to place, or set our affec- 
tions. The eye of our minds should ever be upon him, 
who is our strength and our salvation, and who died 
that we might live. 

But why should our minds be removed from earthly 
to heavenly objects? Why should the Apostle admon- 
ish us to set our affections on things above, not on 
things on the earth P Compare, my friends, earthly ob- 
jects, or things, with the joys they communicate, with 
those which the Apostle denominates things above, and 
you will discover the propriety and weight of the Apos- 
tle’s language. Consider, for one moment the transient 
nature of all mundane objects! the volatile pleasure 
which they communicate, and their liability of decay. 
Let experience be vour monitor, and let her voice decide 
for you. Hear, then, the voice of experience: place 
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not your affections on things on the earth ; repose not 
thy confidence in temporal objects, for they are but the 
meteors of a day, which bloom for a time, and then 
vanish forever. All earthly things are marked by the 
unrelenting angel of destruction, and are swiftly crum- 
bling and wasting before this mighty monarch of the 
dust! Set not your hearts on the things on the earth, 
for they will desert you in the hour of peril—their 
beauty is as the flower of spring, which fades and 
droops in the hands of the possessor—all beneath the 
resplendant orb of day, is subject to change, and bears 
the sure symptoms of a dissolution. Hence it is but 
reasonable to expect, that if we rest our affections upon 
such mutable and transient objects, we shall be disap- 
pointed, and left desolate in the hour of darkness and 
distress. In the arms of wealth, or in the garden of 
earthly pleasures, is man the recipient of happiness, 
and free from the common annoyances of life? Does 
the possession of temporal toys or worldly vanities 
secure to their possessor the permanency of enjoyment P 
Can the possession of earthly things render us safe 
upon the ocean of life >—will they hush the tumult of 
contending elements, or buy the boisterous waves to 
cease their raging ? When dire disease attacks man’s 
feeble frame, and the pallid hand of death feels for 
the vital spark, will earthly vanities arrest his bold ca- 
reer, or purchase a reprieve? In the awful hour of dis- 
solution, would the consideration of earthly things turn 
thy convulsions inte emotions of joy, and make a death- 
bed soft as downy pillows? Would they calm the ter- 
rors of the soul, or impart hope and consolation_to the 
fluttering spirit? No. Cities and kingdoms would then 
appear as the dust in the balance. Then the things of 
time would appear in their native light. Their noth- 
ingness and inefficiency is so clearly manifested from 


such reflections, that the admonition of the Apostle, 
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“Set your affections on things above, not on the things 
on the earth,” cannot fail of an inscription upon the 
tablet of each heart who hears it announced, or reads it 
for himself. 

The Apostle would not be understood as arguing the 
necessity ofa virtual renunciation of all earthly things. 
He did not mean that we should abstain from those 
things which are absolutely necessary to sustain our 
nature; neither would the Apostle be understood as 
prohibiting the moderate indulgence of our senses, so 
far as could tend to preserve and invigorate the system. 
Neither did he mean (as many vertiginous heads have 
supposed) that we should withdraw entirely from hu-. 
man society, dissolve every sympathetic tie, sever the 
cords of common consanguinity, and by a monkish se- 
clusion, congeal the genial current of philanthropy, and 
become the avowed enemy of man, to enjoy the favor 
of holy converse ; and by self-denial, and voluntary 
acts of mortification (which are pre-requisite) hold 
sweet communion and fellowship with the God and 
Father of our spirits, and that this was the only way 
to propitiate a merciful and benignant heaven. He 
did net intend that we should look with contempt and 
abhorrence upon the things of time and sense. He did 
not command us to abstain from a prudent familiarity 
with the objects of the fair creation—from looking with 
admiration upon the works of a divine hand—from 
contemplating the spangled heavens, the verdant meads, 
and the prolifick fields, all calculated to exhibit the 
character of our heavenly Parent, and inspire the soul 
with love and gratitude. For the same Apostle hath 
declared, that all things are of God, and nothing to be 
refused, if it be received with thanksgiving. But when 
the man of God exhorts you to set your affections on 
things above, not on things on the earth, he only in- 
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corrupt, and where thieves do not break through and 
steal ; and warns you against placing undue confidence 
in those things which perish with the using. 

It cannot be supposed that the Apostle would have 
you to renounce every thing you hold dear on earth, 
but that you should prescribe some bounds to your 
regard for the transient things of the world—accommo- 
date your attachment to the merits which they possess--- 
to consider them but the blossoms of an hour, and com- 
pare them with the momentary pleasure they commu- 
nicate, to those things above, which will bloom forever 
in immortal youth, and yield spontaneously the fair 
fruit of life, consolation and joy forever more. You 
are not required to exterminate the finer feelings of 
your nature by a barbarous and shameful course of un- 
due restriction ;—You are not solicited to absorb the 
sympathies of your composition, by transgressing against 
your own constitution, and the established laws of na- 
ture, of man, and of God ;—you are not forbidden the 
indulgence of a social and friendly intercourse with the 
beings of your race, nor the exercise of benevolence, 
prompted by a guarded affection and esteem, attended 
with compassion and love. No; all that the Apostle’s 
admonition requires of you, is, that your affection for 
the things on the earth should be circumscribed—that 
you should not prize them too highly; but that you 
should consider them as they are, shadows that continue 
not; the mere visions of a day; satellites of life, 
which rise with our sun, darting momentary rays upon 
his disk, as he mounts his zenith ; but as he approaches 
his decline, they gradually disappear, till not a glim- 
mering smiles to greet his departure from terrestrial to 
celestial regions. As the sun of life wanes, all earthly 
objects sink in our estimation, until we view them with 
undeceived attention, when with the preacher we are 
ready to exclaim, “Allis vanity beneath the sun !” 
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Our affections for the things above should transcend 
every earthly endearment. We are net exhorted to 
despise and reject the things on the earth, nor to with- 
hold from thei that friendship and esteem which is 
justly due them; but we are admonished to set our 
affections on the things above, because the things above 
ought to gain our supreme regard, inasmuch as they 
are eternal and iscorruptible, and will never fade or 
undergo the least possible change ; while the things on 
the earth are mutable, corruptivle, and fading.—Here 
then, we discover the folly of trusting in the stability 
of such vanities; and at the same time, we are con- 
vinced of the importance of trusting, or of leaning upon 
that which will uever betray or disappoint our antici- 
patious. The man who has experienced the vicissitudes 
of life—the deceptive quality of earthly things—and 
their entire inability to communicate happiness, or to 
heal the wounded spirit, will join with the Apostle, 
and remonstrate against the indulgence of an over- 
weaning fonduess and confidence in the objects of 
sense. He will say to you, Love not the joys of the 
world but in proportion to their merit, and their dura- 
tion; seek no more of its emoluments than what the 
most strenuous virtue will authorize you to procure 
and participate. He will say to you, that your love for 
earthly things should be inspired by, afid co-extensive 
with your necessity for their assistance. 

When we look around and behold the various ob- 
jects which are presented in the scenery of nature— 
when we view the thoughtless and giddy multitude 
mingling in festive amusements, and seeking iv vain 
for happiness in mirth, and careless, but constant jolli- 
ty—when we view, in after time, our first prospect, 
clothed with gloom, and shrouded in the garments of 
death—and when, instead of songs of mirth and hilarity, 
the hum of idle jollity, the harp and the pipe, we hear 
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the voice of bewailing and disappointment, the cries of 
the afflicted, and behold the countenance pallid with 
disease, the eyes that once beamed with lustre, and 
sought with eagerness to feast upon the pleasing objects 
of creation, dim, faded, and dead to all that once feasted 
and delighted them; can we fail of being sensibly im- 
pressed with the language of the Apostle ? 

Again; when you call to remembrance the many dis- 
appointments which have disquieted your minds, and 
destroyed your fondest anticipations—when you reflect 
upon the many castles which you have constructed in 
imagination, of earthly things, and which have marred 
in your own hands before they were completed, and when 
you are convinced of the deceptive nature of all the 
ehjects of mutability, that they can afford no permanent 
enjoyment—-that they will shield their votaries from no 
pain nor annoyance, nor furnish an asylum from the 
winds of misfortunes and the blasts of disappointment— 
that they will only win to deceive—that they present 
no refuge to flee to in the hour of distress—that they 
impart no cordial for the perturbed spirit—no hope to 
the desponding heart, and when you are aware that the 
race is not always to the swift, nor the battle to the 
strong, can you remain unmoved and unimpressed with 
the trath and importance of the sentiment of our text: 
“Set your affections on things above, not on things on 
the earth.” 

If the reflection upon the instability of the things on 
the earth, be sad and melancholy, the reflection upon 
the things above is productive of joy and consolatary 
assurances, which will serve as an anchor to the soul, 
and as a cordial to the spirit. He whose mind is em- 
ployed in contemplating and adoring the things above— 
whose desires and supreme affections are for the things 
that are eternal—who is hoping and aspiring to be 
clothed upon with immortality, and who relies with an 








PP MES Ae DE 





Eee «pl Pee TOES 


154 Christian Repository. 


unshaken confidence upon the divine goodness, and upon 
his benign promises, has built his house upon a rock : 
and altho the tempests of misfortune and clouds of 
affliction shall arise and burst upon him, yet he stands 
firm and undismayed with the smile of hope and resig- 
nation upon his countenance, and with peace and satis- 
faction in his heart. He can look with composure and 
serenity upon the storms of life; he can behold the 
tempest thickening around, surcharged with affliction, 
with disease, and destruction; and with fortitude, pa- 
tience, and hope, and joy, yield to its dissolving power. 
He is like Abraham in a strange country. His sojourn- 
ing here, altho fraught with trial, affliction and distress, 
is passed with pious resignation and long-suffering 5 
for, like him, he looks for a city, or for a habitation 
which hath foundations, whose maker and builder is 
God, How desirable then, that our minds be thus in- 
spired—that our hearts sheuld be warmed with that 
divine principle, which may with propriety be denom- 
inated the bond of perfectness: that our affections be 
raised to the things above—that we should lay aside all 
worldly, or minor considerations, and the sin which 
doth so easily beset us, and run with patience the race 
that is set before us, looking unto Jesus, the author and 
finisher of our faith, who, for the joy that was set before 
him, endured the cross, despising the shame, and is set 
down at the right hand of the throne of God. 

My young friends, this subject speaks to you. It 
exhorts you to be wise unto salvation—to remember 
your Creator in the days of thy youth. It enjoins you to 
set your affections on things above, not on the things on 
the earth :—it cautions you against the immoderate 
indulgence of fancy, and the deceptive vanities and 
allurements of the world. It invites you to an acquain- 
tance with your God—to the marriage supper of the 
Lamb, and to the fountain of living waters: and, at the 
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same time, proclaims in the voice of admonition, with 
the roaring of seven thunders :—Beware! Beware of 
surrounding temptations; be not led captive of sin, 
of corruption, of Satan—repose net on the couch of in- 
dolence, nor slumber upon the bed of indulgence ;— 
confide not in the transitory objects of sense—trust not 
in the promising allurements which they hold out, and 
be not deceived. But keep thy heart with all diligence, 
for out of it are the issues of life. It whispers to you, 
be not too sanguine in your anticipations in future life; 
boast not of to- morrow—be not too much engrossed with 
temporal things, nor too confident of their permanency, 
and of their long possession. But set your hearts upon 
the true riches, upon the invisible things above. For 
the things that are seen are temporal, but the things 
which are not seen, are eternal. The things which are 
seen, are fading and volatile, but the things that are 
not seen, are unchangeably the same: they will send 
forth the buds of peace and joy in time, and bloom with 
unfading lustre in boundless eternity. Yours is the 
age when the heart dilates with the fondest expecta- 
tion—when all creation seems to smile, and whisper 
peace and delight, and happiness unmarred—when the 
objects of sense wear a deceptive appearance—when 
all looks gay, pleasing, and delectably charming—and 
when every thing you behold excites your desires, and 
promises to satisfy them; a paradise of pleasure is con- 
tinually dancing in imagination’s mirror, and fluctua- 
ting in expectation, every moment promises to put it in 
your pessession, but that moment is ever in embryo. 
Such are the prospects which rise before the youth- 
ful mind ; but as we advance in life, they gradually 
disappear, and lose their power to please. How ne- 
cessary, then, that in youth we lay up treasure above, 
that we may lean upon the staff of faith and love, when 
every other prospect shall fail. O then let me say unte 
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you, set your affections on the things above ; let the 
eye of your minds be constantly raised in contempla- 
ting and adoring the Father of your spirits; let every 
earthly consideration be in subordination to this im- 
portant object; and let your affection, your desires, 
and your love for the things above, transcend every 
earthly endearment, as far as the peerless orb of day 
exceeds in beauty and in majestic splendor, the pale 
and waning queen of night. Then shall you ascend 
the mountain with confident and unwearied pace, and 
with peace and patient resignation, meet and surmount 
every obstacle which should obstruct your journey, and 
descend to the valley of death, full with the hope of 
immortality, joy and consolation ; persuaded that at 
the sound of the last trump, you shall awake to incor- 
ruptibility and immortal glory, and shall join the ran- 
somed myriads in exclaiming, O death, where is thy 
sting ? O grave, where is thy victory ? 

My friends, who have advanced farther in the path of 
life, and who have spent half the allotted time of man, 
this subject speaks to you. Yours is the age of busi- 
ness, and of temporal interest—the age to be immersed 
in worldly pursuits, and in worldly concernments and 
cares. If your station be that of a parent, you are 
seeking the welfare and prosperity of your children— 
you are desirous of making provision not only for their 
present, but future wants; and you are consequently 
deeply engaged in the things on the earth; and this, so 
far as necessity requires, is not to be reprehended, but 
on the contrary, commended and imitated. It is aduty 
and an obligation of the first magnitude, you owe to 
your family, and to yourself, and to your Maker, that you 
make every necessary provision in your power, for 
their wants, and for their necessities ; for he that neg- 
lects to perform this duty, is thus spoken of by the 
Apostle: “But if any provide not for his own, and es- 
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pecially for those of his own house, he hath denied the 
faith, and is worse than an infidel.’? But the same 
Apostle has exhorted you, in the language of our text, 
to “set yoar affections on things above, not on things 
on the earth.”? That is, place your dependence upon 
the things above, and not rely for happiness upon the 
things on the earth; be not too careful for temporal 
things, for they perish with the using ; but choose that 
better part ; set your mind upon things which are eter- 
nal, seek first the kingdom of God, and his righteous- 
ness, and Christ hath assured us that all these things 
shall be added. You are now upon the summit of liu- 
man life. If you look back upon the journey which 
you have already performed, what are your sensations ? 
Your sun has already arrived at its meridian, and its 
declension will be as rapid as its ascension. But yester- 
day, your sun arose ; to-day, he has gained his zenith— 
to-morrow, he will set forever. How short is the life 
of man! it is as the spider’s aerial home, which the 
wand of death severs forever. Consider these things, 
and be wise. Be not so much immersed in the things 
of the earth, and so confident in their efficacy to com- 
municate happiness, as to devote your whole heart and 
attention to their accumulation. Say rot, in the lan- 
guage of presumption, when you view the immensity of 
your possessions, Sout, take thine ease, eat, drink, and 
be merry ; lest in the height of your vanity, you should 
hear this awful intelligence: This night shall thy soul 
be required of thee! But while you are engaged in 
endeavoring to gain a liveiihood, or while you are bles- 
sed with the abundance of this world’s riches, be not 
unmindful of that Being who giveth you all things rich- 
ly to enjoy, nor of him who ransomed you with his own 
blood ; but place your affections upon him; keep his 
commandment, and he and his Father will come uate 


you, and take up their abode with you. 
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Fathers, this subject speaks to you. Your glass is 
almost run—your sun is fast declining—your taces 
are already furrowed over with time, your heads, whi- 
tened with age, declare that your winter has already 
commenced. Spring will never again be experienced by 
you in the regions of time. The next spring which you 
will enjoy will be in the realms. of eternity. You are 
therefore admonished to “set your affections on things 
above, not on the things on the earth.” To you, my 
aged friends, the objects of time and sense have be- 
come unengaging and indifferent. Your eyes, which 
once looked with admiration upon the vanities of the 
world, are now dim with age. Your hands, which were 
once active in procuring uncertain riches, are now pal- 
sied and trembling, ‘he form which was once the 
paragon of symmetry, fashion and beauty, is now bro- 
ken, disfigured, and tottering over the grave. No 
earthly prospect can impart pleasure to your hearts. 
To you the world looks desolate—the friends and ac- 
quaintances of your youth have been swept from the 
abode of time, and the vail of eternity hides them from 
your view; they will no more come to you, but you 
must soon go to them. A few more days, and your 
course wil! be finished—the vail of futurity removed, 
and boundless eternity circle you around. How im- 
portant then, that you lean by faith upon the divine 
Redeemer---set your affections upon those things above, 
and like the faithful Patriarch, look with confidence for 
that city, which hath foundations, whose maker and 
builder is God. ‘Thus you will be enabled to end your 
days in peace, and anticipate in part the joys which 
await you hereafter; which eye hath not seen, nor ear 
heard, neither have entered into the heart of man to 
conceive the things which God hath prepared for them 
that love him. é‘ 

Let us all, therefore, set our affections on things 
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above, and may God in mercy impart to our minds, 
strenath and perseverance, and so quicken us with his 
spirit, and inspire us with his love, that we ever have 
in view his gracious promises, and die in the hope of 
immortal bliss. 

= 


The following is a reply of Ithamar Smith to Br. Warren 
Skinner, which piece may be found in Vol. vi. No. 1, page 
28, of the Christian Repository. 


FOR THE CHRISTIAN REPOSITORY. 


Omitting all those parts of this communication, 
which amount to mere criticism, or which are founded 
on a most unaccountable mistake of my meaning, I 
shall offer some remarks on that portion which seems 
to claim notice. My remarks will have exclusive re- 
ference to that paragraph which begins with the words, 
“Man has sought out many inventions,’ and to the first 
sentence of the next. : 

1. The writer’s statement is not quite correct in point 
of fact. There never was a time when “popery reign- 
ed triumphant over the whole Christian world.”? Un- 
der the various names of Waldenses, Albigenses, Huss- 
ites, Wickliffites, &c. there always were considerable 
nuinbers who rejected the doctrines of the Romish 
church, and resisted her usurpations ; and who, altho 
multitudes of them were “imprisoned, tortured, and 
put to death,” still maintained their independence of 
popery. These people were not Universalists, but be- 
lieved the doctrine of endless punishinent. ‘Phe hght 
of trnth has never yet been quite extinguished. In ail 
the times of prevailing corruption which have existed 
since the world began, God has taken care to preserve 
a remnant of spiritual worshippers, who maintained the 
pure doctrines of his word. Now could it be shown: 
that through the dark ages, this remnant, who were 

. persecuted with prisons, torture, and death, were Uni- 
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versalists, I should think that my argument had met a 
greater misfortune, than it has yet been called to en- 
counter. The contrary was the fact. And so far as it 
respects this people, the difficulty which our writer at- 
teinpts to remove, remains in all its magnitude, and my 
argument, for aught that I can see, is unshaken. 

2. Admitting all the facts which our writer has sta- 
ted to be correct, they contain no account whatever of 
the origin of the doctrine of endless punishment. I 
believe, with this writer, that an aspiring and corrupt 
priesthood has used its utmost exertions to establish an 
unbounded tyranny over the persons and consciences 
of men; that for this purpose, they not only imprison- 
ed, tortured and put to death those who would not pa- 
tiently submit to their usurped authority, but denoun- 
ced the pains of endless damnation on those who con- 
tinued refractory. [ believe, too, that the Romish 
priests propagated and supported their doctrines by 
these means; and yet f believe that the doctrine of 
endless punishment existed and prevailed long before 
popery. Unless our writer considers that “denouncing 
the pains of endless damnation” is the same thing as to 
invent, or introduce the doctrine of endless punishment 
into the world, | know not where to look for bis account 
of the origin of this doctrine. But it ts one thing to 
abuse the doctrine of endless punishment to improper 
purposes, or to make it the instrument of propagating 
and supporting a false religion, and quite another thing 
tu invent if. 

3. If our writer’s statements could possibly be ac- 
cepted as a true account of the manner in which the 
doctrine of endless punishment was introduced into the 
world, nothing could be more vague and unsatisfactory 
than such an account is. Whoever understands the 
subject, and knows that the doctrine of endless pun- 
ishment is of popish origin, must be able to show from 
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historical records, that Universalism prevailed from the 
time of the Apostles, and that the notion of endless 
punishment did not exist till the days of popery; he 
must be able, not only to point out the particular time 
when, and the manner how, the doctrine was introdu- 
ced, but inform us who introduced it, and give an ac- 
count of the excitement, the opposition and other cir- 
cumstances which attended its introduction. All these 
things are left by our writer in perfect darkness ; in 
short, all that we learn from him upon this subject, if 
we learn any thing, rests only on his testimony, and we 
have no proof whatever of its truth, but his declaration. 
The origin and progress of most, if not all the super- 
stitions of popery, are clearly marked in history, and a 
distinct and satisfactory account can be given of them. 
If, then, the idea of endless punishment was a new and 
monstrous doctrine, started in the days of popery, and . 
having reason, scripture, and the natural feelings of men 
strongly opposed to it, would it not be singular and 
strange, if it had crept into the world, and spread itself 
through Christendom in such a silent imperceptible 
manner that no one could give a satisfactory account 
of itr 

4. The writer has quite overlooked the grand diffi- 
culty. The utmost that he has attempted is to show 
how the doctrine of endless punishment could prevail 
in a time of darkness, when “the great bulk of mankind 
were sunk in the grossest ignorance,” and when the 
scriptures were kept from the common people. Ina 
benighted and superstitious age, when the voice of rea- 
son is stifled, and the key of knowledge is withholden, 
we have no difficuity in conceiving how any doctrine, 
however unscriptural and absurd, may originate and 
prevail. But how such a doctrine could extensively 
prevail under the light and advantages of the present 
day, especially 7 interested feelings of mankind 
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should lead taem to oppose it, our writer has made no 
attempt to explain. He has disposed of this difficulty 
without any trouble, by merely observing, “as all pro- 
testant churches are descended from the church of 
Rome, it is easy to discover the manner in which this 
doctrine has been perpetuated.”? Ifhe considers it an 
easy task to show how the doctrine has been perpetua- 
ted, why did he not perform it? 

“The idea that man can deserve endless and inter- 
minable torments,” is in the view of our author so con- 
trary to reason and common sense, that it is “matter of 
astonishment that any person should ever be induced 
to believe it.” If it be indeed matter of astonishment 
that any one should ever believe this idea, what must 
be our admiration when we reflect that it is the general 
belief of the Christian world, and that, too, in an age 
enlightened with a knowledge of scripture? Did we 
embrace the sentiments of this writer, our astonishment 
would have no bounds, and we could discover no possi- 
ble way of removing the difficulty proposed. But if 
the idea that men deserve erfdless punishment be once 
admitted, the notion that those who die impenitent, will 
receive what they deserve, is perfectly natural, and 
easy to be accounted for. 

Luther, the grand instrument of the reformation from 
popery, was remarkable, both for his independence of 
mind, and his reverence for the word of God. He 
made it the great business of his life to destroy the 
superstitions of popery, and propagate the pure doc- 
trines of the gospel. If, then, the idea of endless pun- 
ishment was a popish superstition, it 1s wonderful that 
neither this sharp sighted man nor his coadjutors, with 
the bible in their hands, were able to make the discov- 
ery, especially as “denouncing the pains of endless 
damnation” was one of the principal means by which 
the Romish church supported her usurpations. 
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In attempting to remove my difficulty, our writer 
ought not to have forgotten that the prevalence of the 
idea of endless punishment is so connected with ifs 
origin, that both must be frum heaven, or both of men. 
Were nothing but its origin to be regarded, I should 
see no difficulty. It is only as a prevailing sentiment 
that I consider its human origin impossible. The “pride 
of the human heart, the passions of envy, anger, malice, 
&c.”? might cause a few to introduce any doctrine into 
the world, however absurd, unscriptural, or repugnant 
to human feeling. But could these passions lead an 
enlightened world generally to embrace such a doc- 
trine after it was introduced P 

5. If Universalism is so clearly revealed in the word 
of God, that no reasonable doubt can be entertained 
concerning it, and if the opposite sentiment be of po- 
pish origin, [am at a loss to understand why those who 
have broken the shackles of popery, and become so 
happy as to be guided by scripture and reason, are not 
better agreed upon the subject. Some who advocate 
Universalism, contend that there will be no punishment 
in a future world ; others, that there will be punish- 
ment, but limited; and both insist that they are sup- 
ported by the volume of truth. All other denomina- 
tions agree that there will be punishment, and that it 
will be endless. 

Now what but the strength of scripture testimony 
could bring so many discordant denominations to unite 
in one point, and what but the want of testimony to 
support them on the same point, has divided one de- 
nomipvation against itself? I. SMITH, 

November, 1825. 
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THE DOCTRINE OF THE PERSEVERANCE OF THE SAINTS 
AND UNIVERSAL SALVATION COMPARED, 


My object in making the following remarks, is to do 
away one of the principal objections against the last 
mentioned doctrine. 

The objection is this: If Universalism be true, the 
preaching of the gospel would be useless. This objection 
is in the mouth of all denominations who are opposed to 
the doctrine, and especially in those who contend for 
the perseverance of the saints. They say, that Christ 
commanded his disciples to preach the gospel to every 
creature ; now if universal salvation is true, all this 
preaching would be needless. As this class of christians, 
like many others, are not uniform in their sentiments, 
I will take for a general guide, the Rev. Samuel Hopkins’ 
opinion of the perseverance of the saints, as laid down 
in his system of divinity. He says, (Vol. 2, p. 133) 
“The certain perseverance of the saints in faith and 
holiness, does not render their activity, constant care, 
and exertions, needless, or suppose this unnecessary ; 
but the contrary.”’ I would ask, why the certain holiness 
and happiness of all iutelligent beings should render 
their activity, constant care, and exertions needless? 

To me, there appears more need of preaching the 
gospel to those who do not experience a present salvation 
than tothose whodo. Further he says, “How absurd is 
it then for a person to say or think, that since his care 
and activity in living a holy life are made certain, as 
necessary in order to his salvation, therefore he will 
exercise no care and concern about it, nor do any thing 
towards it, but the contrary.” Again, “The doctrine of 
the certain perseverance of believers unto the end of 
life, is so far from rendering the use of means and 
setting motives before them, in order to promote and 
effect their living a life of faith and holiness, unreason- 
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able or needless, that al! this is as important and neces- 
sary as if this doctrine were not true.” 

So likewise the doctrine of universal salvation is so 
far from rendering the use of means, and setting mo- 
tives before them in order to promote and effect their 
living a life of faith and holiness, unreasonable or 
needless, that all this is as important and necessary as if 
the ductrine were not true, and their salvation were 
not made certain. [ can see no cause why the argu- 
ment for one will not apply equally as well for the 
other; and if any who reject the doctrine which I con- 
tend for, will shew why it 1s pot as proper for a Uni- 
versalist to preach the gospel to the whole world, as it 
is fur a Calvinist to preach the same to believers, they 
shall receive the sincere thanks of a well- wisher to the 
cause of truth, B. MORSE. 





For the Christian Repository. 

Mr. Epiror,—I consider you to be peculiarly gener- 
ous in admitting the writings of those who disagree with 
you in sentiment into your publication. This is not 
only christian-like, but, as I conceive, the most promis- 
ing method of eliciting truth. If it will not be too great 
a demand upon your generosity, please to admit the 
following into your next number. 

A writer, signing himself “Justin,’? has undertaken 
to give an exposition of John v. 28, 29, in the Reposi- 
tory for October. ‘That writer,in my apprehension, has 
altogether mistaken his subject, and I presume would 
be gratified to have his mistake pointed out. 

Justin supposes that a literal resurrection of persons 
spoken of in the passage quoted. he fact is, there 
is no resurrection of persons asserted in that passage. 
The passage speaks of the resurrection of life, and the 
resurrection of damnution ; but says nothing about the 
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called “the resurrection of damnativn.”? 
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resurrection of any person whatever. The meaning of 
it I conceive to be this—Jesus was sent, as to his per- 
sonal ministry, only to “the lost sheep of the house of 
Israel.” Therefore in verse 25th he says, “The hour is 
coming, and now is, when the dead (meaning the house 
of Israel, spiritually dead) shall hear the voice of the 
Son of God, and they that hear shall live.” But the 
time was coming when not only the house of Israel, but 
the Gentiles also, should hear his voice, through his 
apostles and successors in the ministry, some to believe 
in the gospel, and so receive Christ, which is “the re- 
surrection of life,”’ and some not to believe, which would 
involve them in the condemnation of the law, which is 
As the final 
reception of the Jews is called “life from the dead,” - 
(Rom. xi. 15,) so tne reception of any, whether Jews or 
Gentiles, previous to that time, is life from the dead ; 
vr it is coming from the dead, or the graves, to the re- 
surrection of life. “There is, therefore, now no con- 
demnation to them that are in Christ Jesus ;” (the re- 
surrection of lite) but they are “justified-from all things 
from which they could not be justified by the law of 
Moses.” Whereas all those Jews, and others, who 
disbelieved the gospel when they heard it, were awak- 
ened by it from their spiritual slumber in their graves, 
not to be justified, as above stated, but to experience 
the condemning power of the law, and to suffer all its 
denunciations. He that believeth not the gospel, when 
he hears it, (and he cannot hear it till he is awakened 
by it) shall be damned; and this is coming to the resur- 
rection of damnation, or condemning power of the law. 
Hence the hour that was coming, when all that were in 
their graves (i. e. both Jews and Gentiles) should hear 
the voice of the Son of God and come forth, they that 
had done good to the resurrection of life, and they that 
had done evil to the resurrection of damnation, was 
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that alluded to in Acts xiii. 45, 46, in these words— 
“But when the Jews saw the multitudes, they were fill- 
ed with envy, and spake against those things which 
were spoken by Paul, contradicting and blaspheming. 
Then Paul and Barnabas waxed bold and said, “It was 
necessary that the word of God should first have been 
spoken to you, but seeing ye putit from you, and judge 
yourselves unworthy of everlasting life, (the resurrec- 
tion of life) lo, we turn to the Gentiles.”” Here we find 
the Jews awakened at the sound of Christ’s voice, as it 
was heard from the mouth of the Apostles, but not to 
justification, but to damnation. ‘Therefore they, in 
particular, were meant by those who should come forth 
from their graves, not to the resurrection of life, (Christ) 
but to the resurrection of damnation, which is the law. 
The statement of Justin, that “the doctrine of no future 
punishment forbids the idea of any special judgment,” 
and all his arguments on this ground, are as unscrip- 
tural as any thing could be. For instance, Cain re- 
ceived his just punishment, for murder, in being made 
a fugitive and vagabond in the earth ; and yet a special 
judgment, for murder, was to come on the Jewish na- 
tion in this world. Hearken to Christ—“W herefore 
behold I send unto you prophets, and wise men, and 
scribes ; and some of them ye shall kill and crucify, &c. 
that upon you may come all the righteous blood shed 
upon the earth, from the blood of righteous Abel unte 
the blood of Zacharias, &c. Verily I say unto you, all 
these things shall come upon tkis generation.” (See 
Matt. xxiii. $4, 35, 36.) Altho every individual mur- 
derer, from Cain downward to the time of Jerusalem’s 
destruction, received, in his own person im this werld, 
the just recompense of his deeds, yet the consumma- 
tion of a murderous temper, and consequently of the 
punishment of murderers, took place, in a special man- 
ner, with the generation of the Jews about eighteen 
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hundred years ago. Those who murdered the Prince 
of life, crying, “His blood be on us and on our child- 
ren,” have certainly experienced a special judgment, 
according to their special criminality, and that all in 
this world. The anger ef the Lord was kindled against 
the land of Judea, as foretold in Deuteronomy xxix. 27, 
to bring upon it ali the curses written in the book of the 
law. St. Paul tells us, that “as many as have sinned 
in the law shall be judged by the law.”? (Rom. ii. 12.) 
The Jews sinned in the law, and, of course, were to be 
judged by the law. According to the law, as just quot- 
ed, all its curses were to come upon them in this world ; 
for they were all to come upon the land of Israel. They 
did come, in all their force, about ten years after Paul 
wrote the above declaration. The judgment of the Jews, 
according to the law in which they had sirned, took 
place here in this world, A. D. 70; and, in the figura- 
tive language of scripture, “The whole land of Judea 
became brimstone, and salt, and burning—like the 
overthrow of Sodom and Gomorrah.” (See Deut. xix. 
23.) ‘Therefore it is evident, not only that each indi- 
vidual who sinned in the law suffered in his own per- 
son a just recompense, but also, that a special judgment, 
a particular period of judgment, took place with the 
nation, and all in this world. All the denunciations of 
the law, against individual transgressors, and against 
the whole nation to whom the law was given, are speci- 
fied as temporal, and restricted to this world. There- 
fore, if St. Paul was right in saying that those who sin- 
ned in the law should be judged by the law, it is certain 
that neither that judgment, nor the punishment of trans- 
gressors, were to be in another world, but here on the 
earth. It is also certain, that both the judgment and 
punishment, according to law, have taken place with 
the Jews, and that Justin is laboring under an entire 
mistake in the whole matter. 


JOHN BROOKS. 
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MINUTES OF THE PROCEEDINGS OF TME GENERAL CON- 
VENTION OF UNIVERSALISTS, SEPTEMBER, 1825. 


he Ministers and Delegates composing the General Con- 
vention of Universalists of the New England States and others. 
assembled, according to adjournment, in Hartla cod, Vt. on the 
20th Sept. 1825, and opened the session by uniting with Br. 
Paul Dean, in solemn thanksgiving and prayer. 

Organized the Council by choosing Br. Paut Dean, Wod- 
erator, Br. Russen_L STREETER, Clerk, and Br. Dotruus 
SKINNER, Assistant Clerk. 

Appointed Brs. H. Ballou, 2d, R. Streeter, and K. Haven, 
a committee to receive applications for letters of Fellowship 
and Ordination, and to make a seasonable report thereof to 
this Council. 

Br. Wm. Morse addressed the throne of grace, and the 
Council adjourned to meet again on Wednesday morning, at 
& o'clock, 

Wednesday, A. M. 8 o’clock—convened in Council, and 
invoked the divine Blessing with Br. Gardner. 

Read the certificates and letters of Delegates from several 
Societies, and attended to verbal reports from others ; and 
received gratifying and encouraging intel! igence. 

Voted, To grant the ae st of the following Societies, to 
be received into the fellows ship of the Genera! Convention of 
Universalists; viz. ““‘The Restorationist Society in Royalton,” 
yt. “The First Universalist Society of Piermont,” N. H. 

“The Universal Society of Restoratione rs in Richmond,” N.H. 

“The Universalist Society in Randolph,” Vt. “The First So- 
ciety of United Christian Friends, called Restorationists, at 
Saratoga Springs,” N. ¥. and “The Universalist Society of 
South W oodstock,” Vt. 

Voted, To grant the request of the Universalist Society in 
Hartland, to have Br. R. Bartlett installed, during the ses- 
sion, as pastor of that Church and Society. 


PUBLIC EXERCISES, WEDNESDAY, A. M. 

The first prayer by Br. W. Morse; the sermon by Br. S. 
Cobb, from Matt. xxii. 37—40: the last prayer by Br. K, 
Haven. 

PUBLIC EXERCISES—AFTERNOON. 

First prayer by Br. David Ballou; the sermon by Br. H. 
Ballou, from 1 Kings iii. 5; the closing prayer by Br. Wil- 
liam Bell. 

liaving returned to the Council Hall, it was Resolred, on 
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motion of a brother, to appoint a committee to deliberate on 
the expediency of forming a Charitable Society, for the pur- 
pose of raising a fund for the relief of widows and orphans of 
deceased brethren in the ministry of Universal Grace, who 
may be left in indigent circumstances: Whereupon, Brs. H. 
Ballou, Paul Dean, 8. Streeter, D. Ballou and R. Bartlett, 
were chosen. 
EVENING SERVICE. 


First prayer by Br. Warren Skinner; sermon by Br. Wm. 
Morse, from 1 John iv. 16; last prayer by T. G. Farnsworth. 

Br. S. Cobb called upon the Lord, and the Council adjourn- 
ed to Thursday morning, 8 o’clock. 

Thursday Morning, 8 o’clock—convened in Council, and 
supplicated the blessings of heaven, with Br. Aaron Kinsman. 

Received heart-cheering intelligence by the reports of the 
committees appointed at the last session of this Convention, 
to visit the several Associations. 

Appointed Brs. A. Kinsman, R. Streeter, and K. Haven, a 
committee to visit the Northern Association of Universalists, 
to be holden at Danville, Vt. on the first Wednesday and 
Thursday of October, 1825. Brs. E. Turner, S Cobb, and R. 
Streeter, to visit the Eastern Association, at Union, Me. on 
the fourth Wednesday and Thursday in June, 1826. Brs. 
John Bisbe, Jr. D. Pickering, and J. Flagg, to visit the South- 
ern Association, at Dana, Mass. on the second Wednesday 
and Thursday in June, 1826. Brs. H. Ballou, E. Turner, 
apd Paul Dean, to visit the Rockingham Association at Me- 
redith Bridge, N. H. on the fourth Wednesday and Thursday 
of August, 1826. Brs. L. Willis, R. Bartlett, and W. Bell, 
to attend the New Hampshire Association, at Jaffrey, N. H. 
on the first Wednesday and Thursday in June, 1826. Brs. 
H. H. Winchester, J. Brooks, and W. Skinner, to visit the 
Franklin Association, at Wilmington, Vt. on the third Wed- 
nesday and Thursday of October, 1825. 

Voted, That this Council accept the report of their com- 
mittee, to grant letters of fellowship to Brs. Orestes A. 
Brownson, of Ballston, N. Y. James H. Bugbee, of Provi- 
dence, R. I. Zenas Thompson, of Turner, Me. Josiah Gilman, 
of Guildford, N. H. and Ezekiel Vose, of New London, N. H., 
as preachers of the gospel of Christ; and that ordination be 
conferred on Brs. Wm. Bell and M. B. Ballou, as approved 
jaborers in “this ministry.” 

PUBLIC ORDINATION SERVICE. 


Thursday Morning—Introductory Prayer by Br. A. Kins- 
man; Sermon by Br. S. Streeter, from Isa. xiii. 4 ; consecra- 
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ting prayer by Br. R. Streeter; the charge and delivery of 
the er by Br. Samuel Hilliard ; right hand of feliow- 
ship by Br. 8. Cobb; concluding prayer by Br. L. Willis. 

Preparations having been made by the brethren in Hart- 
land, for the celebration of the Lord’s Supper, the symbolical 
elements were administered, by Brs. Dean and S. Streeter, 
through the assistance of deacons of diiferent churches, to 
about two hundred participants, in the presence of a large 
assembly of spectators. 

PUBLIC INSTALLATION SERVICE. 

Thursday .Afternoon—Introductory prayer by Br. C. Gard- 
ner; Sermon by Br. P. Dean, from Acts xx. 28; installing 
prayer by Br. H. Ballou; charge and delivery of the scrip- 
tures by Br. R. Streeter; right hand of fellowship by Br. HI. 
Ballou, 24; concluding prayer by Br. D. Skinner. 

Being assembled in Council, Resolved, unanimously, That 
this Convention approve the doings of the Eastern Associa- 
tion, in forming the “Christian Visitant Society,” for the pub- 
lication and gratuitous distributionof interesting and u: isetul 
articles in a pamphlet form. 

Voted, That the next session of this Convention be held at 
Weils, Vt. on the 3d Wednesday and Thursday in Sept. 1826. 

Voted, That Br. Russell Streeter be appointed to prepare 
and superintend the printing of the Minutes of the proceed- 
ings of this session of the Convention ; and that the same be 
published in the Christian Intelligencer, printed at Portiand, 
Me. accompanied by a Circular Letter, as soon as may be 
convenient. 

Voted, That Br. Streeter be also requested to publish the 
constitution of the General Convention of Universalists, ac- 
companied with the amerdment which was adopted at Strat- 
ford, Vt. Sept. 1824. 

The business of this meeting having been amicably con- 
ducted and satisfactorily completed, the Council united with 
Br. Russell Streeter, in offering the humble tribute of thanks- 
civing and supplication to the Giver of every good and per- 
fect gift; and adjourned the session as above determined. 


PAUL DEAN, Moderator. 
A true copy. RusseLy STrReerer, and ) Clerks 
DotpHus SKINNER, 


Note.—The visiting members of the Convention would be 
pleased in expressing, in their individual capacity, their ob- 
ligations of gratitude to the brethren and friends in Hartland, 
of whose liberality and kind attentions they shared so boun- 
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tifully; nor would they neglect exhibiting a proper tribute 
of respect and praise to the accomplished choir of singers, led 
by Mr. Josiah Perkins, of Windsor, whose excellent perform- 
ances animated the devotions of the temple, did honor to the 
science and art of music, and excifed in the hearts of a 
crowded auditory, sentiments of high esteem, for the per- 
formers whose attendance was so punctual and becoming. 


MINISTERS PRESENT. 

H. Ballou, P. Dean, S. Streeter, M. B. Ballou, Boston; H. 
Ballou, 2d, Roxbury ; C. Gardner, Charlestown; T. G. Farns- 
worth, Newton, Mass.  S. Cobb, Waterville x R. Streeter, 
Portland, and Z. Thompson, Turner, Me W. Skinner, Lang- 
don; L. Willis, Lebanon; D. Ballou, Richmond; E. Vose, 
New London; W. Bell, Pelham, and J. Gilman, Guilford, N. H. 
W. Morse, late of Philadelphia, Penn. D. Skinner, Sara- 
toga Springs, and QO. A. Brownson, Ballston, N. ¥. S. Hill- 
yard, Clarendon; A. Kinsman, Wells; K. Haven, Bethel, and 
R. Bartlett, Hartland, Vt. J. H. Bugbee, Providence, R. I. 





GENERAL EPISTLE—1825., 


To the Brethren and friends ‘of like precious faith,” whith- 
ersover scattered abroad, to whom this brief address may 
come—the Ministers and Delegates composing the General 
tonvention of Universalists, for eighteen hundred and twenty- 
jive, tender christian felicitation and benediction: — 

You are earnestly invited, fellow believers in the truth as 
itis in Jesus, to participate with us in the abundant joys of 
the late conventional meeting. The occasion may be humbly 
announeed as having been highly interesting and heavenly. 
The business of the Council, which is recorded in the pre- 
ceding Minutes, was conducted and finished in a perfectly 
harmonious manner. The services of the sanctuary were 
well attended by a numerous and attentive auditory. The 
divine presence was manifestly in our midst, and the glory of 
the Lord shone, from his works and his word, round about us. 
Our hearts were much encouraged by witnessing a more full 
representation of societies, by delegates and letters, than 
usual; and the accounts from various directions, were such 
as toaueur well for the future prospects of our common 
cause.—The accession to the ministry, and to the number of 
societies already in fellowship with this convention, afford a 
subject for pleasing consideration to all who rejoice at the 
dissemination of light and truth, and the increase of good 
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order and practical piety. Were it necessary and becoming, 
we might indulge in strains of exultation and rejoicing. 
But we deem it improper; since none could be essentially 
benefitted by passionate transports and adventurous flights to 
the starry regions of anticipated triumph. Bestowing no 
more attention on the past, that what may be useful for mu- 
tual congratulation and encouragement, let us “leave the 
things which are behind,” and, fixing our eye on the main 
object of religious pursuit, endeavor to be heartily united, 
‘and go on to perfection.” The excitement to exertions is 
the same, in all intelligent beings, however various the means 
which are employed for the attainment of the desired object. 
Happiness, in some of its captivating forms, is the subject of 
anticipation. The great question, then, which should include 
all minor considerations, and be continually presented in all 
its length and breadth, before the intellectual eye, is. What 
can be done by human means. aided by divine revelation, to 
improve the heart, and meliorate the spiritual condition of man? 
The doctrine which we have embraced, professes to maintain 
that God will render all men superlatively happy, “in the dis- 
pensation of the fulness of times ;” and if this be heaven’s 
truth, and we imbibe it in its spirituality and power, it will 
reflect some rays of its meridian splendor in our believing 
hearts ; i¢ will render us measurably happy, and excite to new 
and more vigorous endeavors to impart the same divine bles- 
sing to those who still remain in darkness and unbelief. 
Beloved Brethren: if we honestly believe our religion to 
be productive of more real felicity in the present world, than 
any other, should we not manifest a good degree of zeal and 
earnestness in pr:pagating and extending it? Other things 
being equal, there is no apology for lukewarmness and indif- 
ference. He that is not for us, is against us. Inattention 
in professors to the sacred interests of our Cause. carries the 
implication to beholders, either that our sentiments are un- 
worthy of cultivation, or that the profession of them is mere 
emptiness and vanity. Let us then, be immediately excited 
to new and vigilant exertions for the promotion of the truth. 
Let ministers and people be heartily united, in forming, sup- 
porting, and continuing in operation, regular and well goy- 
erned societies. Let the usual ordinances of the gospel be 
dnly and statedly observed. Let the preachers of the cross 
strive to produce serious and devotional meditation in their 
hearers: to elevate the tone of moral feeling, and improve 
the religious sensibility of the heart; exhorting, admonishing 
and rebuking, with fearful earnestness, as occasions may 
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require ; while the auditors should possess a teachable dispo- 
sition and spirit, endeavoring to profit by all wholesome in- 
structions, “and to adorn the doctrine of God our Savior in 
all things.” Let all professors of the impartial faith in 
Christ, consider the mighty influence of personal example, 
and “be careful to depart from all iniquity.” Let believing 
parents watch over the morals of their children, as with 
breathless solicitude, lest they fall into those habits in early 
life, which will not only prevent their usefulness, but termin- 
ate in wretchedness and disgrace ; and may the rising gene- 
ration receive and cherish in their hearts the pure principles 
of morality and religion, that when they may be called to 
occupy the stations of their venerated predecessors, they 
may emulate and excel their virtues, and leave a series of 
examples, worthy of imitation by unborn millions, who shall 
next succeed them, on the theatre of life. And may kind 
heaven in mercy grant, that “no root of bitterness may spring 
up among us,” as a Christian denomination—that no unfriend- 
liness may be manifested towards professors of other doctrines 
—that as our principles are better understood, less time may 
be devoted to argument, and increasing attention be paid to 
experimental and practical godiiness, “till we all come in the 
unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God, 
unto a perfect man; unto the measure of the stature, of the 
fulness of Christ.” 

The grace, mercy and peace of God, rest on all herein ad- 
dressed, and on all his Israel, forever. Amen and Amen. 


Per order, R. STREETER. 


————— 


PROCEEDINGS OF THE NORTHERN ASSOCIATION OF UNI- 
VERSALISTS. 


The members of the Northern Association of Universalists 
convened, according to appointment, at the house of Br. John 
Weeks, in Danville, on Tuesday evening, October 4th, 1825, 
and, after uniting in devout prayer with Br. John E. Palmer, 
organized the council by choosing, 

Br. S. C. Love ann, .Woderator, and 

Br. John Moore, Clerk. 

Appointed Brs. Wm. Morse, J. E. Palmer and Thomas 
Browning a committee to receive requests for letters of fel- 
lowship and ordination, and report thereon. 

Read the credentials of the delegates, and the letters from 
the several societies, and found them expressive of good tidings. 
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Voted, To receive the Society in the tewns of Hatley, 
Compton and Ascot, Lower C anada, into fellowship with this 
Association. 

Adjourned till Wednesday morning, 8 o’clock, prayer by 
Br. Wm. Morse. 

Wednesday morning.—-Met according to adjournment. 
Prayer by Br. Loveland. 

Voted, To receive the Society in Calais into fellowship. 

PUBLIC SERVICE, WEDNESDAY MORNING. 

Introductory prayer—Br. Loveiand. 

Sermon—Br. Thomas Browning, from Romans xii. 1], 2.— 
“I beseech you, therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, 
that ye present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, accepta- 
ble uato God, which is your reasonable service. And be 
not conforined to this world; but be ye transformed by the 
renewing of your mind, — ye may prove what is that good 
and acceptable, and perfect will of God.” 

Concluding semeeuieidlin T Moore 


AFTERNOON SERVICE. 


Introductory prayer—Br. John E. Palmer. 

Sermon---Br. Wm. Morse. from Matthew xi. 28, 29 30.--.- 
“Come unto me, all ye that labor and are heavy laden, and I 
will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you, and learn of 
me, for I am meek and lowly in heart, and you shall find rest 
unto your souls; for my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.” 

Concluding prayer---Br. T. Browning. 

EVENING SERVICE. 

Introductory prnrente. Wm. Morse. 

Sermon-——Br. 5. C. Loveland, from 1 Timothy iv. 9, 10.— 
“This is a faithful saying, and worthy of all acceptation. 
For therefore we both labor and suffer reproach, because we 
trust in the living God, who is the Savior of all men, special- 
ly those that believe.’ 

Concluding prayer—-Br. J. Moore. 

Attended to the reports of brethren appointed to visit the 
several societies-in connexion with this Association, and found 
them satisfactory. 

Voted, To receive the church and society in Plymouth inte 
fellowship with this Association. 

Appointed visiters of the ministering brethren to the sey- 
eral societies in this Association, as fallows: Barnard, K. 
Haven; Bethei, K. Haven; Barre, J. E. Palmer; Burke, G. 
W. Brooks; Bolton, A. Kinsman; Calais, 5. C. Loveland; 
Cavendish, S. C. Loveland; Chester, 3. C. Loveland; Cra/ts- 
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bury, T. Browning ; Crown Point, A. Kinsman; Compton, J. 
E. Palmer; Danville, J. E. Palmer; AMancock, K. Haven; 
Hartland, R. Bartlett ; Londonderry, R. Bartlett ; Montpelier, 
J. E. Palmer; Northfield, J. E. Palmer; Pawlet, A ince 
Plainfield, 3. C. Loveland ; Plymouth, >. C. Loveland ; Queens- 
bury, A. Kinsman ; Richmond, J. E. Palmer: Rockingham, 
S. C. Loveland; Reading, 8. C. Loveland; Rochester, K. Ha- 
ven; Shoreham, K. Haven; Shrewsbury, +>. C Loveland; Sé. 
Johnsbury, J. E. Palmer ; Strafford, J. E. Palmer; Townshend, 
S. GC. Loveland; Waterford, T. Browning; Weston, 3. C. Love- 
land; Wardsborough, =. C. Loveland; West-Windsor, S. C. 
Loveland; Wells, A. Kinsman; Whiting, K. Haven; Wil- 
liamstown, J. E. Paimer. 

After uniting with Br. Browning in prayer, adjourned till 
8 o’clock, Thursday morning. 

Thursday morning.—Met according to adjournment, and 
opened by uniting in prayer with Br. Moore. 

The committee on ordination and letters of fellowship re- 
ported in favor of granting a letter of fellowship to Br. John 
Moore. 

Appointed Brs. Nathaniel Hazeltine, J. Browning, and J. 
Moore, a select committee to take into consideration the re- 
quest of Br. George W. Brooks, and report thereon. The 
above committee reported in favor of Br. Brooks, and he was 
accordingly received into fellowship with this Association. 


PUBLIC EXERCISES, THURSDAY MORNING. 

Introductory prayer—Br. S. C. Loveland. 

Sermon—B8r. J. E. Palmer, from 2 Peter, i. 5,6, 7, “And 
besides this, giving all diligence. add to your faith virtue; 
and to virtue knowledge; and to knowledge temperance ; and 
to temperance patience; and to patience godliness; and to 
godliness brotherly kindness; and to brotherly kindness 
charity.” 

Concluding prayer—8r. G. W. Brooks. 

AFTERNOON SERVICE. 

Introductory prayer—Br. J. E. Palmer. 

Sermon—Br. Wm. Morse, from 1 John ii. 1, 2. “My little 
children, these things write I unto you, that ye | sin not. And 
if any man sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus 
Christ the righteous: and he is the propitiation for our sins ; 
and not for ours only, but also for the sins of the whole world.” 

Concluding praye* by Br. S. C. Loveland. 

Appointed Br. Palmer to publish the proceedings of this As- 
sociation, accompanied with a circular from Br. Wm. Morse. 

Received by contribution from the congregation $8 23 
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=" to defray the expense of publishing the proceediugs of 
this Association. 

Closed the labors of the session by prayer from Br. John E. 
Palmer, and an address to the brethren from Br. Loveland, 
and adjourned to meet at Barre, Vermont, the first Wednes- 
day and Thursday in October, 1826 





GENERAL EPISTLE. 


L'o believers in the unbounded grace and impartial love of God. 

Having, as we humbly trust, enjoye 1in an unusual degree, 
the smiles of our heay enly Father, in our late anniversary 
meeting, we feel that it becomes us as children exercising 
filial lowe and gratitude, to acknowledge that we have richly 
experienced the divine pane and sincerely desire that 
others may thereby be led to rejoice, aw >in God unlim- 
ited confidence for the ultimate salvation of their own, and 
the souls of all men 

Under the au spices of heaven, we were favored with wea- 
ther uncommonly fine for the season, and from the harmony 
which reigned in the hearts of those who listened to hear the 
word of life dis spensed, we could not forbear soaring aloft, as 
it were, on the pinions of faith, and feeling that by preliba- 
tion, we were the p partakers of unsullied jov, of delight and 
vce in the kingdom of our blessed Redeemer. The tear 

{ sympathy trickling from the eye of the fathers in Israel, 
ate snowy locks a ean their near ay proach to an ex- 
change of worlds---the candor and attention of those who were 
less advanced in life, aud the lively interest manifested by 
the youth of the congregation. bore united t testimony, that 
the germs of immortality are perpetuaily risiag ip the bo- 
man soul. 

We were besought by the mercies of God---by the atten- 
dant jovs of a religious life---by boundless trus tin God as the 
Savior of all me n---by a faith which worketh by love anc pu- 
rifieth the heart, tovether with all the « charities of the gospel 
——and by the grand object of the Savior’s mission, the uni- 
versa! emancipation of the world trom sin, to rejoice 10 that 
grace of God that bringeih salvation unto al! men. 

Believing, with the Apostle of the Gentiles, that a firm 
conviction of this glorious truth is constantly and daily 
“teaching us, that denying ungodliness and w orldly lusts. we 
should live soberly. rizhteonslv, and godly, in this present 
world ; looking for that blessed hope, and the glorious ap- 
pearing of the great God, and our Savior Jesus Christ, whe 
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gave himself for us, that he might redeem us from all iniqui- 
ty, and purify unto himself a peculiar people, zealous of good 
works.” 

Our warmed affections, and our gladdened hearts cheer- 
fully embraced the kindred family of wan, as the objects of 
God’s impartial grace---the subjects of his eternal, universal, 
aud changeless love. 

To say we do not wish others to believe that Jesus Christ 
is the Son of God, a complete Savior of the world, would be 
virtually saying, we wish not others the happiness which 
we enjoy in believing what we esteem the truth of God. 
Our anxiety for the spread of the doctrine of the final holi- 
ness and felicity of all moral intelligences, is exactly propor- 
tionate to our desire that truth should triumph over error, or 
to our choice whether happiness or misery prevail among the 
human species. 

In the advancement of our views on this subject, we hesi- 
tate not to say, that wherever this doctrine is believed in the 
sincerity of the heart, its fruits are made manifest by weil 
ordered lives.and godly conversation, showing, in some good 
degree, an attachment to virtue, piety, and holiness. 

if there are those who profess the same faith, and do not 
adorn the christian character, but who on the contrary, bring 
upon themselves and their brethren reproach and disgrace, 
if such be the fact, we can only lament, in common with our 
brethren of different denominations, (to all of whom the same 
truth will apply) that such is the case, while we endeavor to 
turn them from the error of their ways, by convincing them 
that the way of the transgressor is hard, that the wrath of 
God is revealed from heaven against all unrighteousness, 
while the path of virtue conducts to solid peace. 


By turning our eyes on the past, we feel encouraged to 
persevere in the promotion of that cause, which has for its 
object, the salvation of the world, and for its support, the 
promises and oath of Almighty God, the testimony of all his 
holy prophets ever since the world began, of Jesus Christ 
himself, and his faithful Apostles, and the united wishes of 
every pious and benevolent heart in creation. 

Only balf a century ago the glad tidings of salvation for 
all men, were first heralded on these American shores ; ; the 
irradiating beams of this heaven-born truth were a light to 
the path of thousands, through the instrumentality of an indi- 
vidual, who left home and friends, crossed the boisterous ocean, 
and like a bold soldier of the cross of Christ, fearlessly stem- 
med an apparently overwhelming torrent of opposition. 
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At the present day no less than one hundred and forty are 
engaged, in these United States, in the promulgation of the 
doctrine of universal grace and salvation. Much good, how- 
ever, my brethren, remains to be done, and may every indi- 
vidual professing this doctrine, walk circumspectly, at all 
times, endeavoring to cultivate in their hearts the fruits of 
the Divine Spirit. May we still enjoy the privilege of cher- 
ishing that faith, which, instead of chilling our very souls 
with the idea, that peradventure a bosom friend, ora beloved 
child, will endure the frowns of an angry God to all eternity ; 
instead of this, may we be biessed with beholding by an eye 
of faith, the ransomed of the Lord, the whole purchase posses- 
sion of Christ, returning and coming to Zion with songs and 
everlasting joy upon their heads. 

May our future meetings here on earth be attended with 
additional satisfaction; may an increase of brotherly love, 
the enlargement of our present views of God, and his holy 
will, be perpetually moulding us into his moral image, fitting 
us for nobler employments, for sublimer enjoyments, and fnal- 
ly for a welcome admission at God’s right hand, in the happy 
regions of glory and immortality, where the midnight dark- 
ness of error shall have been succeeded by the light of one 
unbounded day, when atu shall be encircled, as it were, in 
the RAINBOW of JEHOVAH’S MERCY! 


Per order, WILLIAM MORSE. 


UNIVERSALISTS RESPECTABLE IN VERMONT. 


It may be gratifying to some of our readers to know 
that the Universalists, who have so long been kept in 
the back ground, and who have scarcely been recogniz- 
ed as a christian denomination, especially by those who 
term themselves orthodox, have this, and the preceding 
year, been honored and respected by the Legislature of 
Vermont. It will be recollected that the Editor of the 
Repository was chosen to preach the Election Sermon ; 
this service he attended, and preached a discourse from 
these words, “For we are also his offspring.” Acts xvii. 
28. Weare informed that the meeting-house in Mont- 
pelicr was never known to be so crowded on such an 
occasion. Hundreds departed and went away because 
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they could not enter the doors. Many crowded around 
the windows and listened with devout attention to the 
preacher. It seemed as tho the multitude were anx- 
lous to hear the gospel in its purity, and as far as has 
been ascertained, they were satisfied with the doctrine 
preached. After the meeting closed, the Governor in- 
vited Mr. Bartlett and the clergymen present, to go 
with him and dine. ‘This invitation was accepted.—We 
may well imagine from this circumstance, connected 
with the pleasant feelings which the chief magistrate 
manifested, that there was nothing very unpleasant to 
him in the service or in the appointment. 

The Legislature again convened, and in organizing 
it was necessary to choose some clergyman to officiate 
as Chaplain during the session. This has invariably 
been offered to the person who preaches the election 
sermon; but as Mr. Bartlett was chosen representa- 
tive from the town of Hartland, it placed him in embar- 
rassing circumstances, as he would have to serve in 
two capacities ; this caused him to decline being can- 
didate for Chaplain. Mr. Loveland whe nominated Mr. 
Bartlett to preach the election sermon, who again held 
a seat in the House, arose and addressed the Chairman, 
in a speech of considerable length, in which he observ- 
ed the Universalists did not relinquisi their claim for 
Chaplain, altho his friend, from the consideration of his 
situation, had declined. He said that he viewed it no 
more than right, and according to common custom, that 
the order of Christians who commenced the religious 
exercises shoucd continue them through the session. In 
support of this, he said, he would nominate Rev. John 
EK. Palmer of Barre. No sooner was this nomination 
made, than Mr. Temple, of Rutland, nominated Rev. 
Chester Wright of Montpelier. Hence we learn that the 
orthodox always want all their own rights, and their 
neigibors* too. Bui in this claim they failed. Mr. Pal- 
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mer was elected the first ballotting by a handsome ma- 
jority. Thus we see that liberal sentiments begin to 
prevail, and charity increases. All we have to say on 
this subject is, the Legislature have done honor to them- 
selves, and have maintained those republican principles 
which ever delight us. They have at the risk of their 


popularity granted the Universalists their rights as well 
as others. A MEMBER. 








UNCOMMON THOUGHTS ON COMMON SENSE. 

The idea which I have adopted of common sense is 
plain and simple. I consider it as the perception of 
things as they appear to the greatest part of mankind. 
it has no relation to their being true or false, right or 
wrong, proper or improper. For the sake of perspicui- 
ty, [ shall define it to be, Opinions and feelings in uni- 
son with the opinions and feelings of the buik of man- 
kind. 

From this defiaition, it is evident that common sense 
must necessarily differ in different ages and countries, 
and in both, must vary with the progress of taste, sci- 
ence and religion. In the uncultivated state of reason, 
the opinions and feelings of a majority of mankind, will 
be wrong, and, of course, their common or universal 
sese will partake of their errors. In the cultivated 
state of reason, just opinions and feelings will become 
general, and the common sense of the majority will be 
in unison with truth. I beg leave to illustrate what I 
. mean by a few examples. 

1. There are many things which were contrary to 
common sense in former ages, both in philosophy and 
religion, which are now universally believed, insomuch 
that to call them in question is to discover a want of 
judgment, or a defective education. 


2. Itis contrary to common sense to speak or write 
16 
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in favor of republicanism, in several European countries ; 
and it is equally contrary to it to speak or write in fa- 
vor of monarchy, in the United States of America. 

3. The common sense of the planters in Jamaica is in 
favor of the commerce and slavery of the Africans. In 
Pennsylvania, reason, humanity and common sense, 
have universally declared against them. 

4. In Turkey, it is contrary to the common sense of 
| delicacy which prevails in that country, for a gentleman 
| to dance with a lady. Nosuch common sense prevails 

in any of the western countries of Europe, or in the 
states of America. 














5. It is contrary to the common sense of many nume- 
rous sects to believe, that it is possible for men to go to 
heaven, who do not embrace their principles, or mode 
‘ of worship. Among rational men, this common sense is 
: contrary to truth and christian religion. 

¥ 6. ‘The common sense of mankind has generally been 
w in favor of established modes and habits of practice, in 
iM medicine. Opium, bark, mercury and the lancet have 
it. ali forced their way into general use, contrary to this 
i common sense. Their utility is a proof how little com- 
fF mon sense accords with the decisions of reason, and 
ye) how improperly it is supposed to be a part of that noble 
fe power of the mind. 

e 


7. It is agreeable to the common sense of a great 
ig part of mankind, to revenge public and private injuries 
"? by wars and duels, and yet no wise or just reason has 
it ever been given to justify the practice of either of them. 

: 8. The common sense of nearly all nations, is in favor 
of preventing crimes by the punishment of death, but 
right reason, policy and the experience of a wise and 
enlightened prince, all concur in proving that the best 
| means of preventing crimes, is by living and not by 
% . dead examples. 
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In the perfection of knowledge, common sense and 
truth will be in unison with each other. Itis now more 
related to error than to truth, and in the sense in which 
I have described it, it implies more praise than censure 
to want it. 

To say that a man has common sense, is to say that 
he thinks with his age or country, in their false as well 
as their true opinions ; and the greater the proportion 
of people, he acts and thinks with, the greater share hie 
possesses of this common sense. After all that has 
been sail in its favor, [ cannot help thinking that it is 
the characteristic only of common minds. 

To think or act with the majority of mankind, when 
they are right, and differentiy from them, when they 
are wrong, constitutes in my opinion, the perfection of 
human wisdom and conduct. 

The feelings and opinions of mankind are often con- 
founded ; but they are widely different from each other. 
There may be just feelings connected with erroneous 
opinions and conduct. This is often the case in relig- 
ion and government. But, in general, opinions and 
feelings are just and unjust in equal degrees, according 
to the circumstance of age, country and the progress of 
knowledge before mentioned. 

[ cannot dismiss this subject without adding the fol- 
jowing remark. 

Mankind are governed, says Mr. Boyle, by their pre- 
judices, and not by their principles. ‘To do them good, 
we must, in some measure, conform to these prejudices ; 
—hence we find the most acceptable men in practical 
society, have been those who have never shocked their 
contemporaries, by opposing popular or common opin- 
ions. Men of opposite characters, like objects placed 
too near the eye, are seldom seen distinctly by the age 
in which they live. They must content themselves with 
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the prospect of being useful to the distant and more en- 
lightened generations which are to follow them. 

Galileo, who asked pardon of the Pope, on his knees, 
for contradicting the common sense of the church, re- 
specting the revolution of the earth, and Dr. Harvey, 
who lost all his business by refuting the common sense 
of former ages, respecting the circulation of the blood, 
now enjoy a reputation for their opinions and discove- 
ries, which has in no instance ever been given to the 
cold bluod of common sense.—.4bridged from Dr. Rush. 


SE 


From the Christian Telescope. 
POPULAR RELIGION. 

[t is truly astonishing to witness the unceasing assi- 
duity with which many people seek after a popular 
religion. It appears to be their “meat and their drink” 
to do that which will receive the applause, or meet the 
approbation of the strongest party. As if the asseve- 
rations of Jehovah, the blood of his Son, the testimony 
of the prophets, or the sufferings of his primitive fol- 
lowers, were matters of little or no account, many who 
profess to reverence the name of God, and love the 
truth as it is in Jesus, will spend and be spent, in try- 
ing to find out and obtain a religion which shall be 
considered popular. To the candid observer, who 
stands aloof from the scene of action, and beholds the 
probable motives which govern the multitude, the way 
in which they go, and the ridiculous fooleries which 
they condescend to practise for the sake of popularity, 
all these “ways and means” appear so truly detestable, 
so vain, foolish, anti christian and ridiculous, that it is 
hard to determine whether to weep, laugh, or groan at 
the condition of the world! That there are some who 
fee! the importance of forsaking “father and mother, 
houses and lands,” for the sake of truth and the gospel, 
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ig a fact which requires no proof; but that a majority 
of our citizens are governed by different motives is 
equally susceptible of demonstration. 

Among those who are thus given to “run after strange 
gods,”’ there are ‘individuals of quite different charac- 
ters and conditions, who are probably governed by dif- 
ferent notions, but who have the one great object, pop- 
ularity, In constant view. Among persons of the above 
description, are some, who, having found themselves 
low in the estimation of the world, have thought most 
advisable to forsake their former associates, and cling 
to others, with the hope of gaining friends by the ex- 
change. There are, perhaps, many others, who, having 
little or no intrinsic merit of their own, and being sen- 
sible of their defect, will select some demi-god fora 
guide, and follow, with implicit obedience, in his wake, 
with the hope of being shielded from the evils of their 
former condition, by the supposed greatness of their 
little deity. There are others whose attention, perhaps, 
is attracted by the parade, the show, the poinp, the 
grandeur, or possibly the external appearances of seme 
religion. With such, a large wig, a flowing robe, a 
gilt prayer-book, or a genteel parson, has more weight 
than all the sacred injunctions, the solemn oaths, the 
divine promises, or the weighty asseverations of tl 
eternal God. To such, the imposing ceremonies, the 
“essential” ordinances, or the venerated formularies of 
faith, adopted by any sect, no matter which, provided 
it be popular, form the grand desideratum. ‘The dar- 
ling object is no sooner discovered by such persons, 
than every former profession is given to the winds: 
each former attachment is consigned to forgetfulness 5 
and, peradventure, every former obligation under which 
they may have been placed, is considered “null and 
void,” if not altogether oppressive and unjust. By 


slew but sure gradations, they work themselves inte 2 
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belief, that every measure is done in compliance with 
duty, that every step is taken in wisdom, and that even 
heaven itself approves and sanctions their conduct. 
Such do not consider the pure and undefiled religion of 
God of primary consequence, but “step lightly o’er’’ 
the ashes of martyred christians, to kiss the garment’s 
hem of some well-fed clerical dignitary, and to kneel, 
devotionally, before the cushioned altar of ostentatious 
wickedness. 

But there are others among the group, which deserve 
more unqualified censure. Such are they, who, as pre- 
tended preachers of Christ, and followers of the Lamb 
of God, inculcate the lesson, that the practices above 
enumerated are praise-worthy. An unconquerable de- 
sire for a good living, a fat salary, an easy life, or to 
obtain the smiles of all, at the expense of moral honesty 
and pure religion, leads some, perhaps many, to lull 
the consciences, or flatter the pride of the world. Pos- 
sibly, in the creed of an individual of this class, are 
found the words of partial grace, vindictive vengeance, 
and eternal despair: but each offensive paragraph is 
eautiously concealed, carefully expounded, or insidious- 
ly explained, to meet the views of several, and all of 
those who incline to swallow the golden bait! It re- 
mains for future years to develope the pernicious effects 
of this thirst for popularity, and for future generations 
to stigmatize such intolerable vanities, with the well 
deserved epithet, “full of all falsehood.” 


5 


From the Christian Iutelligencer. 

ORIGINAL ANECDOTE. 

When the venerable Murray resided and preached 
in Boston, a young man from the interior of Massachu- 
setts, went into that town to establish himself in busi- 
ness. On leaving the paternal mansion, the .ather, who 
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was a rigid Calvinist Baptist, was, above all things, ve- 
ry particular in charging his sun to beware of that dread- 
ful Murray and his more dreadful doctrine. Dr. Siitt- 
MAN was a great favorite of the tather, tho it seems he 
was not sufficiently acquainted with him to recognize 
his person. On his meeting, he charged the son to at- 
tend, and in his sentiments, to have implicit confidence: 
adding, “Go not near that Murray, on peril of your 
soul’s eternal destruction; for his doctrine is the snare 
of Satan.” 

When a person is prohibited in that which he sees 
free to others, a greater desire is generally created by 
the very prohibition, to know what the “forbidden fruit” 

‘ canbe. It was so with the young man. For sometime 
' he remembered and rigidly regarded the paternal in- 
junctions ; but his curiosity increasing, the more he 
thought upon the subject—and considering “himself 
sage ;”” he at length ventured to hear Mr. Murray de- 
liver a Lecture. ‘The young man was much disappoint- 
ed. He had expected, according to the assurance of 
his father, to hear every thing bad; but nothing fell 
from the iips of the venerable speaker, which was not, 
on the contrary, very good. So agreeable was his dis- 
appointment, that he renewed his attendance on Mr. 
Murray’s meeting; till at length he became a believer 
in the final restoration, and joined Mr. M’s society. 

The father, hearing of his son’s alteration in his views, 
harnessed his horse with all possible haste, and drove 
like Jehu, into town. It was of a Saturday night that 
he arrived, and he hastened to accuse his son of infidel- 
ity and to warn him of his eternal danger. After con- 
siderable conversation, upon the subject of doctrines, 
which had the effect to make the enraged father a little 
more conciliatory, it was agreed, on the morning of the 
Sabbath, that the father should attend the son’s meet- 


ing in the forenoon; and in the afternoon, the son 
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should attend his father’s. The son’s meeting was Mr. 
Murray’s; and the father’s Dr. Stillman’s. Accord- 
ingly, at the proper time, they both set out for M’s 
place of worship; but as the father was a stranger io 
town, the son succeeded in conducting him to Dr. “Still- 
man’s meeting, which, the former supposed all the while 

be Mr. Murray’s. On returning from meeting, the 
young man inquired: “Well, sir, how did you like my 
minister??? “Oh,” said the father, “he was most abomi- 
nable; there was not a word of truth in all he said 3 
don’t, I conjure you, go there again.” 

According to agreement, the sou was to accompany 
the tather in the afternoon. “Now,” said the old man, 
«we shall here something from Stillman, by which, I 
pray you may be benefitted.”?> The son conducted him 
to Mr. Murray’s meeting. The father, supposing M. 
to be Dr. S. swallowed every word most eagerly, occa- 
sionally calling the attention of his son, to the animat- 
ing speaker. After their return, the old man was again 
interrogated—“How did you like the discourse ??— 
“Most exceilently,”’ said the father. “That is what I 
call the truth; the bread of life. If you would be wise, 
my son, attend where we attended this afternoon, and 
believe the doctrine there preached: but beware of the 
doctrine of Universal Salvation; it will ruin your 
soul.” 

The son smiled at the prejudices of his father, saying, 
“How totally does prejudice blind us. This day, my 
parent, ‘I have caught you with guile. The sermon 
you heard in the morning, and which you so much abo- 
minated was not delivered, as you supposed, by ‘that 


dreadful Murray,’ but by your idol Stillman. He it 


was, whom you just charged me toavoid. And he who 
preached this afternoon, whose doctrine you so eagerly 
swallowed, and so zealously extolled, was the very Mr, 
Murray, whom you so much despised. Henceforth, let 
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us learn to abate the violence of our prejudices, and to 
condemn no man in his sentiments unheard.” 

The above anecdote very happily illustrates the force 
of ungenerous prejudices, and it is hoped that its practi- 
cal tendency may not be lost. 





--—-—_——_—_ = 


MISCELLANEOUS. 


The Genesee Branch Association of Universalists 
convened at Parma, N.Y. on the last Wednesday of 
September, 1825, and enjoyed a very harmonious and 
refreshing interchange of social, moral, and religious 
sentiments. Brs. N. Stacy, G. B. Lisher, L. S. Everett, 
O. Ackley, J. S. Flagler, 8S. Jones, L. Knapp, C. G. Par- 
sons, J. W. Reese, H. Roberts, and A. Wood, were the 
ministering brethren present. A letter of fellowship 
was granted toa Br. James B. Shannon; and two So- 
cieties were received into the fellowship of the Associ- 
ation. A resolve was passed to discontinue the use of 
titles of distinction, as applied to Christ’s ministers, 
except those which have a precedent in the New Testa- 
ment. Also, that the fourth of July, 1826, be observed 
by the Societies in said Association, as a day of Public 
Thanksgiving and Praise. Having attended to the va- 
rious duties of the meeting, the Council adjourned, to 
meet by divine permission, at West-Mendon, Monroe 
county, N. Y. on the last Wednesday of September, 
1826.—Abridged from the Gospel Advocate. 


New Association.---An assembly of Ministers and 
Delegates in the faith of Universal Salvation, convened 
at the city of Hudson, (N. Y.) on the second ultimo; 
and after mature and prayerful deliberation, organized 
“The Hudson River Association,” in fellowship with 
the General Convention of Universalists, and all other 
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similar Associations. Brs. A. Kneeland, J. S. Thomp- 
son, D. Skinner, and T. F. King, were present. The 


first meeting of the new ial ttiadl is to be held at 
Danbury, (Conn. ) on the second W ednesday and Thurs- 


day of September, 1 1826. —Ministering brethren from 
the East, who can make it couvenient, are requested to 


attend. There are now seven Associations of Univer- 
salists in the State of New-York. The Lord prosper 
and bless them in every good word and work—and 


cause them to increase in the Christian graces, as their 
numbers multiply.— Gos. Her. 


Br. Loveland’s reply to Br. John Brooks, was receiv- 
ed too late for this number; it will be inserted in our 


next. It may also be expected that Ithamar Smith will 
be attended to in the next. 


== 


DEDICATIONS. 


The new Meeting-House in Calais. Vt. was dedicated asa 
place of worship, on the second Sabbath in November last. 
Sermon by Robert Bartlett. Text, John iv. 23. “*But the hour 
cometh and now tis, when the true w orshippers shall worship the 
Father in spirit and in truth; for the Father seeketh such to 
worship him.» May the Lord ever bless and prosper the pro- 
prietors of this house. 

On Thursday the 17th Dee. the new Universalian Church Jate- 
ly erected in the township of Brooklyn, Susquehanna county, 
Penn. was solemnly dedicated to the service of Almighty God. 
The introductory prayer was made by Rev. Mr. Bebins, a Meth- 
odist clergyman, who being present, was invited into the desk ; 
the dedicatory prayer by Br. Nelson Doolittle, and the sermon 
by Br. C.R, Marsh, from Gen. xxviii.16, 17; closing prayer by Br. 
Doolittle. Appropriate hymns and an anthem were sung by an 
excellent choi. of singers. There was a very large and respecta- 
ble auditory, who listened with deep attention, and seemed to be 
impressed with a feeling sense of gratitude for the privilege thus 
enjoyed, and the blessings of such a valuable house, in this sec- 
tion of the country. 


According to appointment, the new Universalist Meeting- 
House at Haverhill, Mass. was solemnly dedicated to the worship 
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of the God and Father of our Lord aud Savior Jesus Christ, on 
Wednesday, 30th ultimo. The introductory prayer was offered 
by Br. Willham Bell, of New Salem, N. H. The consecrating 
prayer, by Br. Thomas Whittemore, of Caimbridgeport. The 
reading of the scriptures and sermon, by Br. Hosea Ballou, of 
Boston. The congregation was more numerous that could be 
conveniently accommodated, and the good order which was 
maintained, together with the devout and solemn demeanor of 
the assemblage, gave acceptable evidence that the season was a 
time of refreshing from the presence of the Lord. That part of 
the devotions which was performed by the choir, was not only 
edif) ing to the heart, but was performed in a style which high- 
ly commended both the skill and voices of the performers. 

The House is admirabiy constructed for convenience, contains 
74 pews, besides a gallery for the choir, and is so situated on the 
acclivity which rises north of the Merrimack as to present a 
beautiful appearance to the traveiler as he passes through Brad- 
ford, and co nMalids an : x tensive prospec t. Both prayers and 
hopes exercise our hearts, that the exertions which the believers 
in God’s universal gooduess have made in that place, for their 
accommodation in offering their devotions to the Father of Mer- 
cies, and for the promotion of divine truth in that region, may 
prove abundantly productive in their desired effects. 


MARRIAGES. 


Married, at Warwick, Mass. Mr. JosErPH GooDALR, aged 90, 
to Mrs. Saran Woopncocg, of Royalston, aged 76. May these 
children of our heavenly Father be blessed in theircourse of 
matrimony. 

At Portland, Me. Rev. RusseEL, STREETER, to Miss Fagsrt- 
NA Cook. 

At Hartland, bv Rey. Robert Bartlett, Mr. EBENEZER Crosee 

} 


to Miss Betsey Mace. Also, Mir. LyMman CADY, of Woodstock, 
to Miss Lovisa Roperers. of Hartland. 


For the Christian R 
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epostlory. 


TO THE SPIRIT OF MARY. 
rr? , = ate — . e . ° 4 . 
Tell me, ye guarcian Spirits, tell, 
In what unknown, celestial bower, 
The sainted Mary now doth dwell, 
Secure from death’s destroying power ? 
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Say, does she bow before the throne 
Of the eternal great 1 AM? 
Or lave in seas of bliss unknown, 
With the redeem’d of Christ the Lamb? 


In vain thy parents try to ken 

Thy trackless flight beyond the sky ; 
Or draw with an immortal pen 

The scenes unfolding to thine eye. 
Yet, oft on earth, in fond embrace, 

We clasp’d thee in our folding arms ; 
While ev’ry feature, ev’ry grace, 

The fond, paternal bosom warms. 
With joy we hail’d thy natal day, 


Aud bless’d the Power that gave thee birth; 


Nor thought so short would be thy stay 
Upon this narrow spot of earth. 


Forward we look’d to ripen’d years, 
When the rich graces of thy mind 
Should recompeuce our tender cares, 
And spread a feast of joys refin’d. 


Those expectations ail were vain, 
And vain the pious, fervent pray’r ; 
For sickness pale, and grief, and pain, 
Had made their lasting impress there, 
That form, so feeble. yet so fair, 
Contain’d a bright, immortal mind,- - 
Too pure to dwell in darkness here, 
To gross mortality cenfin’d. 
Short was thy pilgrimage below ; 
Dangers unseen thy path attend, 
And by an unexpected blow, 
Thy pains, thy grief, thy sorrows end. 
To the dark mansion of the dead, 
Thy corse was borne in sad array, 
While the parental tears were ched 
Where thy fair for in ruin lay. 


Some heav’nly convoy from the sky 


Hath berne thy spirit to its God, 
No more to suffer, weep, or sigh, 
Secure in that divine abode. 


Soon shall we meetin realms of light, 
Where tears are wip’d from every eye; 
And parents, children, all unite, 


To spend a bless’d eternity. 








A FATHER. 
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